
St Peter’s Parish Newsletter
St Oliver’s Pastoral Area

Second Sunday of Lent
25th February 2024

Canon Eugene Sweeney PP St Peter’s Parochial House 041-9838537
Fr Aidan Murphy PE,AP St Peter’s Presbytery 041-9838239
Fr Cleophas Lunga, Priest in Residence
Fr Desmond Branigan CC Our Lady of Lourdes Presbytery 041-9831899
Fr  Piotr Wojtala CC
Deacons David Durrigan & John Taaffe St Peter’s Church Sacristy 041-9845355

Our Lady of  Lourdes Church Sacristy 041-9831973
www.sppd.ie Email office@sppd.ie 

X@PetersDrogheda 

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Sunday during Lent at 5.00pm. 
Led by the priests and deacons of the Parish.

Lent is a special time of prayer, penance and almsgiving.
Attendance at daily Mass, if possible, is commendable.

******
St Peter’s Church Ceiling Repair

A small and localised area of the ceiling in the upper
nave area of St Peter’s Church is in need of repair. This
will require scaffolding, necessitating part of the church
to be cordoned off. St Peter’s Church remains open as
usual for all Masses and services. We hope that this
work will be completed as speedily as possible. Apologies
for the inconvenience and thank you for your 
understanding.

******
This weekend’s church gate collection is in aid of the
Moneymore Townland Community Hub building fund,
comprising Connect Family Resource Centre, Cable 
Diversion Project, Moneymore Afterschool Project, the
Community creche and Moneymore Community
House. The Community is required to raise funds as part
of a capital grant application. Once built this facility will
provide additional space for frontline services family
support services, youth diversion from crime, recreation,
education and training opportunities. Thank you for
your support.

Masses will be broadcast live by 
webcam
St Peter's Church
Monday to Friday: 8.30am & 10.30am
Tuesday also St Anthony's Novena,
7.30pm
Saturday 10.30am
Vigil 6.15pm
Sunday: 8.00am & 11.00am

Our Lady of Lourdes Church
Monday to Saturday: 10.00am
Saturday Vigil: 7.00pm
Sunday: 9.00am, 10.30am & 12noon
St Peter's Church Shop
Monday to Thursday 11.00am -2.00pm
Friday 11.00am -3.00pm
Saturday 11.00am - 6.00pm.
Email office@sppd.ie
The Barbican,
St Peter's Parish Centre
041 980 7416

St. Oliver over the centuries and a major relic
of St. Oliver is carried in procession through
the streets of the town every year. St. Oliver
is a patron of the diocese of Hildesheim and
the procession is supported by parishes across
the diocese. The Irish pilgrims, travelling for
the St. Oliver Fest in Lamspringe, can expect
a hearty céad míle fáilte as the local parish
along with the diocesan office will have well
organised receptions, functions and tours for
them. Early booking price: Return flights
Dublin/Hamburg, B&B in hotels - €499 sharing
/ €649 single. Places limited. Booking & 
further information: Tommy 087 769 3477.
We would be most grateful if those booking
could do so in the next fortnight.
Pilgrimage to Assisi and San Giovanni departing
16th October 2024 for 7 nights. Visit Sts. Francis,
Clare and Pio and Bl. Carlo Acutis with local
Spiritual Director. The cost of €1,199 includes
full board, flights to Rome and Naples, local
guides and all transfers. Contact Paul 
Johnstone (086 828 1889) or Marian
Pilgrimages (01 878 8159) for further details.
Anyone who wishes to receive the Catholic
Communications Office's weekly five-story
ezine, Sharing the Good News, can subscribe
on the home page of catholicbishops.ie   
Sharing the Good News offers five brief news
reports on the life of the Church in Ireland. 
Drogheda Community Services provide a
one-to-one Bereavement Counselling Service
at Dermot Kierans Centre, Scarlet Crescent,
Drogheda. Counsellors are available during
the day and evenings. This is a free service. To
make an appointment please call 041 983
6084 or email info@droghedacsc.net
The next meeting of the Drogheda COPD
Support Group takes place next Friday 1st
March 2024, 2.30pm -4.00pm, in The Barbican
Centre, Drogheda. Light refreshments are
served and all are welcome to attend.
Exercise classes take place every Monday
(with the exception of Bank Holidays) from
12noon to 1.00pm in The Barbican Centre,
Drogheda. The classes are free of charge, you
do not have to suffer with COPD to participate
in these classes, all are welcome! For further
details contact Peter (087 807 1138) or Oliver
(083 415 6104). 
Support Group for relatives and friends who
support people with mental health difficulties

takes place on the first Wednesday of each
month at 7.30pm in Ardee Business Park,
Hale Street, Ardee. The next meeting is on
Wednesday 6th March 2024. Speaker Andrew
Atkinson (Occupational Therapist) will be
present to discuss The Role of OT in Mental
Health 
Are you caring for a loved one at home
with additional needs?  A spouse, partner,
child, close relative or neighbour?  Then
you are a family carer! Become a member
of Family Carers Ireland, the national charity
supporting Ireland’s 500,000+ family carers
nationwide. Contact 057 93 70221 and
hear how we can support you or for more
info visit www.familycarers.ie.

Scoil Aonghusa – Drogheda’s Gaelscoil
since 1981. Applications for new Junior
Infant pupils for September 2024 are now
available from Scoil Aonghusa or on our
website www.scoilaonghusa.com 
Completed application forms to be 
returned to Scoil Aonghusa, Sunday’s Gate,
Drogheda A92 PY18. Contact details: 
0419832531 oifig.scoilaonghusa@gmail.com

Our Lady of Lourdes Church Mechanical
and Electrical Upgrade 

Mechanical and Electrical Upgrade in
Our Lady of Lourdes Church.

As of 21st February, 144 contributions
have been made amounting to €41,495.
Many thanks for your great generosity.

The total cost of the project is €205,000
net, greatly depleting parish resources. 
Donations towards the project can still be
made from those wishing and able to do
so, and may be made as outlined in the letter
with donation envelope at the back of the
churches. Details are also included here:
cheque made payable to St Peter’s Parish
- Our Lady of Lourdes Church Upgrade;
cash; card through the parish website
(General Parish Upkeep - Message – Our
Lady of Lourdes Church Upgrade), or
through either church sacristy in person
or by telephone; electronic transfer: 
Acc St Peter’s Parish Envelope Collection,
35805507 Bank: AIB, Drogheda, Bank Sort
Code: 932094, IBAN: IE10 AIBK 9320
9435 8055 07 BIC: AIBKIE2D Reference:
Donor’s name, OLLC.



LMFM Mass 
LMFM recorded the 6.15pm Mass in St
Peter’s Church last evening. It will be broadcast
on LMFM radio today, Sunday, at 9.00am.

Trócaire: Trócaire boxes are available in the
churches. Trócaire is the overseas development
agency of the Catholic Church in Ireland. The
Trócaire Lenten campaign this year takes 
inspiration from the prophet Amos who says:
“Let justice flow like a river, righteousness
like a never-failing stream” (Amos 5:24). This
Lent, we are called to join the river of justice
and peace. Trócaire boxes are available at
the back of the churches.
All Masses are streamed live by webcam.
www.sppd.ie or www.churchservices.tv

(Drogheda).
Eucharistic Adoration Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament in St Peter’s Church is as
follows: Monday and Friday in the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel; Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday in the main body of the church.
Hours of Adoration are Monday to Friday,
11.00am – 4.00pm, (Tuesday to 7.00pm). 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in Our
Lady of Lourdes Church on Sunday afternoon,
1.00pm – 4.00pm.
God First St Peter’s Youth Group for
teenagers 13-17 years old, meets on the first
and third Friday of each month in the Family
Room of Our Lady of Lourdes Church. Come
along to encounter God, make new friends
and have fun. 
Confessions are held as follows: St Peter’s
Church, Wednesdays and Saturdays, 12.30–
1.00pm; Saturday evening in both churches
30 minutes before the Vigil Mass.

Baptisms Parents should please contact the
sacristies to rearrange dates or to register. 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church every Saturday
at 5.00pm. Register at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church Sacristy, Thursday - Saturday, 9.30am
– 12 noon. Tel 041 983 1973.
St Peter’s Church every Sunday at 12.15pm.
Register at St Peter’s Church Sacristy, 
Monday - Saturday, 9.00am -1.00pm.
Tel 041 984 5355

Anniversaries and Month’s Minds may be
given in person or telephoned to St Peter’s
Church Sacristy, 041 984 5355, Monday – 
Saturday, 9.00am -1.00pm or Our Lady of
Lourdes Church Sacristy, 041 983 1973, 
Monday – Saturday, 9.30am -12.30pm. Mass
Stipend may be given via credit / debit card by
telephone.
St Vincent de Paul (Freephone 1800 67 77 77)
continues to be ready to help anyone in need.
Samaritans (supporting those in emotional
distress 24/7) Freephone number 116 123.  
Aware 1800 80 48 48. Drogheda River Rescue
Emergency 089 250 5562.

SVP church gate collection next weekend
2nd -3rd March. Local needs are great

at this time.
The Parish Newsletter is available at the back
of the churches throughout the week. Also
see church noticeboards, 
parish website and Visit our 
Parish X / Twitter account @PetersDrogheda

Pope Francis’ intention for February: For
the terminally ill: We pray that those with a
terminal illness, and their families, receive the
necessary physical and spiritual care and
accompaniment.

Friday 1st March is the first Friday of the
month. The clergy will visit the sick in accordance
with Government and diocesan norms, but
only after consultation with the person 
concerned or their family. Please contact the
parish office, either sacristy or any priest if you
or your loved one would like a visit.
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited after the
10.00am Mass in Our Lady of Lourdes Church
each First Friday.
The monthly Mass in honour of the Sacred
Heart (Pioneer Association) will be celebrated
on Friday at 10.30am in St Peter’s Church.

Baptisms
We welcome Cliodhna Hanratty Dyas and

Fiadh June Guilfoyle
into the Christian community.

Deaths
We pray for the recently deceased
Tom Matthews, Clogherhead, formerly
of  Flanagan’s Terrace, Andrew Murphy, 
Moneymore, Lily Doyle, Brookville, 
Sr Mairead Gorman MMM, Oliver
McKenna,Ian McDonnell, Gerard Garvey, 
Patsy Carroll, Miriam Murphy, Kathleen
O’Reilly, Ronan Eustace, Brian Russell,Elaine
Clarke, Paul Keegan, Brian Maughan, Austin
Tiernan. May they rest in peace. 

Parish Collection for the weekend of 
17th / 18th February 2024

Loose €1,475 Envelopes €1,370 Tap to 
Donate €199 Total €3,044

Spring Dues: The priests of the parish are
grateful for your support and thank you for
the Spring Dues which are being collected
from now to St Patrick’s weekend. Many
thanks to our loyal Dues collectors. Dues
envelopes also available in both churches
St Joseph’s Young Priests’ Society will hold
its monthly meeting in Our Lady of Lourdes
Presbytery at 10.30 on Thursday 29th February.
New and current members are most 
welcome. Further information available from
Margaret on 086 602 4982.
Regional Synodal Meetings
Another round of Regional Synodal Meetings
will take place in February to consider the
questions that were sent from Rome in 
December as a follow-up to the first session
of the Synod last October, and to prepare an
Irish response in preparation for the second
session next October. The details for Co.
Louth are as follows:
Tuesday 27th February, 7.00-9.00pm –
Scoil Naomh Fechin, Termonfechin, 
A92 YN15; 
Thursday 29th February,7.00-9.00pm – 
Community Centre, Kilkerley, A91 T2KN. 
An open invitation is extended by the 
Archdiocese to these meetings. All those wishing
to attend must register by contacting the 
Armagh Diocesan Pastoral Office at 
milandaoprfm@gmail.com or 042 934 2954
at least three days before the relevant meeting.

Webinar on Vocations – 5th March Are you
concerned about the decline in Vocations?
What can I do to promote Vocations? What
else can be done? The National Vocations 
Office, in collaboration with The Hook of
Faith, is running an online (Zoom) Webinar,
Tuesday 5th March 8.00 pm to 9.00pm. To
register for this webinarsimply email:
thehookoffaith@gmail.com

Light the Fire, Sunday 17th March, St Patrick’s
Day: 5.00pm Vespers on the Hill of Slane and
procession. 6.00pm mass in St Patrick’s Church,
Slane followed by Adoration. Let us carry the
Light of Christ into the next generation. For 
further information contact The Franciscan 
Sisters of the Renewal 041 983 0441 
or www,franciscansisterscfr/st-anthony
Armagh Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2024
The Armagh Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes
2024, 12th - 17th May. The fare is €895 per person
sharing (single room supplement €190, travel
insurance €39, extra). The fare includes: flights
to and from Lourdes, transfers to and from 
airport in Lourdes, full board, full pilgrimage
programme, all airport taxes. For further 
details and bookings please contact 
Cora Muckian, 087 261 0026.
Application forms available in both sacristies. 

The Armagh Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock will
take place this year on Sunday 26th May.

St Oliver Pilgrimage to Germany 2024 visiting
Lamspringe and Hildesheim, Friday 30th 
August – Tuesday 3rd September. Two nights
will be spent in Lamspringe, participating in the
annual St. Oliver procession and celebrations
as well as two nights in the historic cathedral
city of Hildesheim. Accommodation in local 
hotels, including the renowned 4 star Van Der
Valk Hotel located in a central plaza in
Hildesheim. The 1000year old cathedral has
reopened after major refurbishment and 
pilgrims will hear the recently installed St
Oliver Bell. After his martyrdom at Tyburn, St.
Oliver’s body was interred in the large abbey
church in Lamspringe where it remained for
the following two hundred years. Parishioners
have remained loyal to the memory of 


