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Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, World Day of the Sick,

Sunday 11th February
The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes will be celebrated in
Our Lady of Lourdes Church today, Sunday, 11th February,
with a Mass at 3.00pm. Bishop Michael Router, Auxiliary
Bishop of Armagh, Chair, Council for Healthcare, Irish
episcopal Conference, will celebrate and preach. As it
is World Day of the Sick individual anointing of the sick
will take place at the Mass. A virtual blessing of the sick
will also be given for those watching by webcam. Special
Lourdes candles will be available in Our Lady of Lourdes
Church (€2 each or 3 for €5). These candles may be used
in your home, or left in the basket provided in the
Church. Candles will be lit on the Feastday at the Shrine
of Our Lady of Lourdes for your intentions. The theme
chosen by Pope Francis in 2024 for World Day of the Sick
is Healing the Sick by Healing Relationships.

Pioneer Total Abstinence Association of the 
Sacred Heart

Mass for Temperance Sunday and World Day of Prayer
for the Sick will be broadcast today, Sunday 11th February
2024 at 11.00am on RTÉ TV & Radio.

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday, 14th February, the first day of Lent, a
Day of Fast and Abstinence. Masses in St Peter’s Church
at 8.30am and 10.30am, and in Our Lady of Lourdes
Church at 10.00am and 7.30pm. Ashes will be 
distributed in a safe way at all Masses.

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross in Our Lady of Lourdes Church each
Sunday during Lent at 5.00pm. Led by the priests and
deacons of the Parish.

Masses will be broadcast live by 
webcam
St Peter's Church
Monday to Friday: 8.30am & 10.30am
Tuesday also St Anthony's Novena,
7.30pm
Saturday 10.30am
Vigil 6.15pm
Sunday: 8.00am & 11.00am

Our Lady of Lourdes Church
Monday to Saturday: 10.00am
Saturday Vigil: 7.00pm
Sunday: 9.00am, 10.30am & 12noon
St Peter's Church Shop
Monday to Thursday 11.00am -2.00pm
Friday 11.00am -3.00pm
Saturday 11.00am - 6.00pm.
Email office@sppd.ie
The Barbican,
St Peter's Parish Centre
041 980 7416

shops, candle workshop, wood-carving, stone
and blacksmith workshops and many more. 
St Elisabeth Convent bears the name of the
holy Martyr, Grand Princess Elisabeth. It was
founded in 1999 and currently counts some
one hundred nuns.   
Regional Synodal Meetings
Another round of Regional Synodal Meetings
will take place in February to consider the 
questions that were sent from Rome in December
as a follow-up to the first session of the Synod
last October, and to prepare an Irish response
in preparation for the second session next October.
The details for Co. Louth are as follows: Tuesday
27th February – Termonfechin; Thursday 29th
February – Kilkerley. An open invitation is 
extended by the Archdiocese to these meetings.
All those wishing to attend must register by
contacting the Armagh Diocesan Pastoral Office
at milandaoprfm@gmail.com or 042 934 2954
at least three days before the relevant meeting. 
Marriage Enrichment Weekend Marriage Enrichment
is a Weekend experience is for married couples
who want something more in their marriage:
more fun, spontaneity, excitement, 
communication, understanding, romance,
intimacy, passion, joy.  Our next Marriage 
Enrichment Weekend is Friday 26th - Sunday
28th April 2024. Focolare Centre, Prosperous,
Co. Kildare. Online booking only: 
www.marriageencounter.ie.
The Armagh Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock will
take place this year on Sunday 26th May.
Armagh Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2024
The Armagh Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes
2024, 12th - 17th May. The fare is €895 per person
sharing (single room supplement €190, travel 
insurance €39, extra). The fare includes: flights
to and from Lourdes, transfers to and from
airport  in Lourdes, full board, full pilgrimage 
programme, all airport taxes. For further details and
bookings please contact Cora Muckian, 
087 261 0026.
Pilgrimage to Assisi and San Giovanni 
departing 16th October 2024 for 7 nights. Visit
Sts. Francis, Clare and Pio and Bl. Carlo Acutis
with local Spiritual Director. The cost of €1,199
includes full board, flights to Rome and Naples,
local guides and all transfers. Contact Paul
Johnstone (086 828 1889) or Marian
Pilgrimages {01 878 8159) for further details. 

Scoil Aonghusa – Drogheda’s Gaelscoil
since 1981. Applications for new Junior Infant
pupils for September 2024 are now available
from Scoil Aonghusa or on our
website www.scoilaonghusa.com 
Completed application forms to be 
returned to Scoil Aonghusa, Sunday’s
Gate, Drogheda A92 PY18. Contact details:
0419832531 oifig.scoilaonghusa@gmail.com
Elvis Spectacular Show, Saturday 17th
February, 8.30pm. Admission, €22.50.
Barbican Centre, Tel 041 980 7416. Low
ticket availability.
Aisteorí na Bóinne drama group will stage
its production of the comedy / farce by
Tom Smith, Drinking Habits 2 Caught in
the Act, in the Drogheda Arts Centre,
13th– 17th February at 8.00pm.  Tickets
are €15 and proceeds go to local charities

Our Lady of Lourdes Church Mechanical
and Electrical Upgrade  Mechanical and

Electrical Upgrade in Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church.

As of 8th February, 139 contributions
have been made amonting to €40,115

Many thanks for your great generosity.
The total cost of the project is €205,000
net, greatly depleting parish resources.
Donations toward the project can still be
made from those wishing and able to do
so, and may be made as outlined in the
letter with donation envelope at the back
of the churches. Details are also included
here: cheque made payable to St Peter’s
Parish - Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
Upgrade; cash; card through the parish
website (General Parish Upkeep - Message
– Our Lady of Lourdes Church Upgrade), or
through either church sacristy in person or
by telephone; electronic transfer: Acc St
Peter’s Parish Envelope Collection,
35805507 Bank: AIB, Drogheda, Bank Sort
Code: 932094, IBAN: IE10 AIBK 9320 9435
8055 07 BIC: AIBKIE2D Reference: Donor’s
name, OLLC.



Lent is a special time of prayer, penance and almsgiving. Attendance at daily Mass, if possible,
is commendable.
Lenten Days of Fast and Abstinence: Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
Catholics, aged 18+ and under 60 years, are encouraged to fast on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday. All Catholics, 14 years and older, are encouraged to abstain from meat on Ash
Wednesday, Good Friday and all Fridays of Lent. Fasting means partaking of only one full
meal and two other light meals in the day. However, if you are in ill health or there are other
mitigating factors, you are exempt.
Trócaire: Trócaire boxes are available in the churches. Trócaire is the overseas development
agency of the Catholic Church in Ireland. The Trócaire Lenten campaign this year takes
inspiration from the prophet Amos who says: “Let justice flow like a river, righteousness like
a never-failing stream” (Amos 5:24). This Lent, we are called to join the river of justice and peace.
On this year’s Trócaire box we meet Malita and her 12-year-old twins Patricia and Patrick
from the Machinga district in Malawi. Trócaire, with your support, has been working with
partners in Malawi for the last forty-eight years. Malita is the single mother of six children
and her family’s story is unfortunately one that is typical in Malawi as they struggle every
day with no direct access to clean water for the household. The effects of climate change
have worsened this struggle, and their situation is even more precarious now, due to
drought and extreme weather events. The impacts are serious.

Day of Atonement
The Irish Bishops have designated the first Friday of Lent each year as a special day of prayer
for victims and survivors of abuse in the Church. This year that day will happen next Friday
16th February. All Churches across Ireland are invited to offer prayers on that day for all
those who have been impacted by the terrible sins and crimes of abuse in the Church. A
Candle of Atonement will be lit in our two parish churches, and the Prayer of Atonement
offered as we acknowledge the wrongs of the past and pray for the assistance and guidance
of the Holy Spirit as we work to ensure they cannot be repeated. Safeguarding is an absolute
priority for St Peter’s Parish and we are very grateful to our Safeguarding Representatives
for their work and commitment.

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting tomorrow evening, Monday 12th February.
There is a second envelope next weekend 18th February, for the national services offered
by the Irish Bishops Conference which includes the following: Pastoral Renewal and Youth
Ministry; Catholic Education; Marriage, Family, Migrants & Pastoral Care; National
Safeguarding of Children; Communications; Worship Faith Development. The Bishops
Conference also has various social outreaches, including a Drugs Initiative and support for
Irish prisoners overseas.

All Masses are streamed live by webcam. 
www.sppd.ie or www.churchservices.tv (Drogheda).

Eucharistic Adoration Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in St Peter’s Church is as follows:
Monday and Friday in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel; Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday in
the main body of the church. Hours of Adoration are Monday to Friday, 11.00am – 4.00pm,
(Tuesday to 7.00pm). 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in Our Lady of Lourdes Church on Sunday afternoon,
1.00pm – 4.00pm.                    
God First St Peter’s Youth Group for teenagers 13-17 years old, meets on the first and third
Friday of each month in the Family Room of Our Lady of Lourdes Church. Come along to
encounter God, make new friends and have fun. 

Confessions are held as follows: St Peter’s Church, Wednesdays and Saturdays, 12.30–
1.00pm; Saturday evening in both churches 30 minutes before the Vigil Mass.

Baptisms Parents should please  contact the
sacristies to rearrange dates or to register. 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church
every Saturday at 5.00pm. Register at Our Lady
of Lourdes Church Sacristy, Thursday - 
Saturday, 9.30am – 12 noon.Tel 041 983 1973.
St Peter’s Church every Sunday at 
12.15pm. Register at St Peter’s  Church 
Sacristy, Monday - Saturday, 9.00am -1.00pm. 
Tel 041 984 5355

Anniversaries and Month’s Minds may be
given in person or telephoned to St Peter’s
Church Sacristy, 041 984 5355, Monday – Saturday,
9.00am -1.00pm or Our Lady of Lourdes
Church Sacristy, 041 983 1973, Monday – Saturday,
9.30am -12.30pm. Mass Stipend may be
given via credit / debit card by telephone.
St Vincent de Paul (Freephone 1800 67 77
77) and Drogheda River Rescue Emergency
(089 250 5562) continue to be ready to help
anyone in need. Samaritans (supporting
those in emotional distress 24/7) Freephone
number 116 123.  Aware 1800 80 48 48 
The SVP Church Gate January collection at
Our Lady of Lourdes Church was €1,011.70

The Parish Newsletter is available at the back
of the churches throughout the week. Also
see church noticeboards, parish website 
and    
Visit our Parish X / Twitter account @PetersDrogheda
Pope Francis’ intention for February: For the
terminally ill: We pray that those with a 
terminal illness, and their families, receive
the necessary physical and spiritual care and
accompaniment.

Baptism
We welcome Croía Caroline Heery into the

Christian community
Deaths

We pray for the recently deceased
Ronan Eustace, St Bridget’s Terrace, 
Scarlet Street, Brian Russell, Pearse 
Park, Elaine Clarke, Rathmullen Park
formerly Laburnum Square, Paul Keegan,
Brian Maughan, Austin Tiernan, Janine 
Bohill, Fr Tommy McNulty PE, Ethna Doyle,
Olive O’Connor, Michael Keelan, Elizabeth 
Farrell, Helen Williams. May they rest in peace.

Parish Collection for the weekend of 
3rd/ 4th February 2024

Loose €1,315 Envelopes €1,450 Tap to 
Donate €338 Total €3,103 

Dominican Contemplative Sisters,
Drogheda Vocation Discernment Weekend
Vocation discernment weekend in the
Monastery of St. Catherine of Siena, The
Twenties, Drogheda, Co. Louth.  A92 KR84,
16th- 18th February 2024.  For young, single
women, 18- 35 years.  Please contact Sr.
Mairead OP at sienavoc@gmail.com

Divine Mercy Conference 24th and
25th February, RDS, Dublin 
https://www.divinemercyconference.com
Drogheda Community Services provide a
one-to-one Bereavement Counselling Service
at Dermot Kierans Centre, Scarlet Crescent,
Drogheda. Counsellors are available during
the day and evenings. This is a free service.
To make an appointment please call 
041 983 6084 or email
info@droghedacsc.net
The Gary Kelly Cancer Support Centre: 
Pancake Tuesday, 13th February 2024 in the
dHotel, 10.00am -12.00noon. Select from a
variety of delicious pancakes, tea/coffee.
€5,00 per person. All proceeds in aid of the
Gary Kelly Cancer Support Centre.
St Elizabeth Convent of Minsk, Belarus, will
once again visit St Peter’s Parish, on Monday
19th February at the three morning Masses.
They sell various religious and secular 
articles produced with love and prayer in the
convent’s workshops. The convent provides
spiritual and social help to the sick and the
suffering. Since its establishment the sisters
have been patronizing 200 orphaned children
with psychophysical needs. They also run a
recovery shelter for 200 men (homeless,
drug or alcohol addicts, ex- prisoners and the
less able), as well as a rehabilitation facility
for women. More than twenty workshops
and studios operate under the aegis of the
nuns, including sewing and embroidery


